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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This Action is in response to Applicant's amendment filed on 27MAY2008. Claims 1-33 are 
now pending in the present application. This Action is made FINAL. 



Drawings 

2. The replacement drawing sheet(s) received on 27MAY2008 are accepted by the Examiner. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

4. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 1 48 USPQ 459 (1 966), 
that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
are summarized as follows: 

1. Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness or 
nonobviousness. 

5. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the claims 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various claims was 
commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any evidence to the 
contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor and 



Application/Control Number: 10/647,638 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2143 

invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made 
in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 
U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

6. Claims 1-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Billington et al. 
(US Patent # US 7,103,760 Bl) in view of Konetski et al (US Patent Publication # US 
2002/0103880 Al). 

a) Consider claim 1, Billington et al. clearly show and disclose, a thin client device for use in 
a home network comprising: a network port configured to connect the thin client device to a server 
on the home network, the server including a hard disk drive (figure 1, column 1 lines 7-17 lines 39- 
58, column 3 lines 10-17, column 6 lines 43-62, column 7 lines 1-4 lines 66-67, column 8 lines 1-3); 
and a data/ memory port, coupled to the network port and configured to interface with a memory 
device (figure 1, column 2 lines 64-67, column 3 lines 1-3, column 6 lines 43-62, column 7 lines 1-4 
lines 66-67, column 8 lines 1-3); and wherein the thin client is configured to transfer data stored at 
the memory device through the data/memory port to the server via the network port and to archive 
the data in the hard disk drive of the server responsive to automatically detecting the memory device 
through the data/memory port (abstract, column 1 lines 7-17 lines 39-58, column 2 lines 64-67 
column 3 lines 1-3 lines 10-17 lines 18-23, column 6 lines 53-62, column 7 lines 1-4 lines 66-67, 
column 8 lines 1-3 column 8 lines 64-67, column 9 lines 1-20 column 13 lines 25-29). However, 
Billington et al. does not specifically disclose the thin client is configured to transfer data stored at 
the memory device through the data/memory port to the server via the network port and to archive 
the data in the hard disk drive of the server responsive to automatically detecting the memory device 
through the data/memory port. 
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Konetski et al. show and disclose a system for using resources of a computer system in 
conjunction with a thin media client wherein the computer system may retrieve content based on a 
signal generated by software either at the thin media client or the computer system (figure 1, 
paragraph [0001], paragraph [0014]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Konetski et al. into the system of Billington et 
al. for the purpose of having die computer retrieve the content (paragraph [0014] lines 15-19) when 
a memory device is detected (column 2 lines 64-67, column 3 lines 1-3, column 8 lines 64-67, 
column 9 lines 1-4). 

b) Consider claim 2, and as applied to claim 1 above, Billington et al. as modified by 
Konetski et al. clearly show and disclose, the thin client device according to claim 1, wherein the thin 
client device is configured to transfer data from the memory device through the data/ memory port 
the server through a global information network using the network port responsive to automatically 
detecting the memory device through the data/memory port (figure 1, abstract, column 1 lines 1-17 
lines 39-58, column 2 lines 7-12, column 3 lines 10-23, column 6 lines 53-62, column 7 lines 66-67 
column 8 lines 1-3 lines 64-67, column 9 lines 1-20, column 13 lines 25-29 lines 31-34). 

c) Consider claim 3, and as applied to claim 1 above, Billington et al. as modified by 
Konetski et al. clearly show and disclose, the thin client device according to claim 1, further 
including: a controller, coupled to the network port and the data/ memory port (figure 1 1 , column 3 
lines 54-63, column 13 lines 19-25 lines 43-51); a control interface, coupled to the controller, and 
configured to receive commands to control transfer of data from the data/memory port to the 
home network (figure 11, column 3 lines 54-63, column 13 lines 19-25 lines 43-51). 



Application/Control Number: 10/647,638 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2143 

d) Consider claim 4, and as applied to claim 1 above, Billington et al. as modified by 
Konetski et al. clearly show and disclose, the thin client device according to claim 1, further 
including a signal processing apparatus configured to process the data available at the data/ memory 
port (figure 1, column 3 lines 18-23, column 6 lines 43-49, column 13 lines 25-29). 

e) Consider claim 5, and as applied to claim 1 above, Billington et al. as modified by 
Konetski et al. clearly show and disclose, the thin client device according to claim 1 wherein, the 
data/memory port is a memory card interface (figure 1, column 2 lines 64-67, column 3 lines 1-3, 
column 5 lines 21-32). 

f) Consider claim 6, and as applied to claim 1 above, Billington et al. as modified by 
Konetski et al. clearly show and disclose, the thin client device according to claim 1 wherein, the 
data/memory port is a data communications port (figure 1, column 7 lines 66-67 column 8 lines 1-3, 
column 13 lines 25-29). 

g) Consider claim 7, and as applied to claim 1 above, Billington et al. as modified by 
Konetski et al. clearly show and disclose, the thin client device according to claim 1 wherein, the thin 
client device is integrated with a digital versatile disc (DVD) player (column 2 lines 64-67, column3 
lines 1-3, column 5 lines 21-32, column 7 lines 36-43, column 14 lines 28-33). 

h) Consider claim 8, and as applied to claim 1 above, Billington et al. as modified by 
Konetski et al. clearly show and disclose, the thin client device according to claim 1 wherein, the thin 
client device is integrated with a television set-top box (inherendy taught by Billington et al. in a 
home environment with an entertainment center including a television could obviously include a set- 
top box)(column 14 lines 8-12, lines 28-33). 
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i) Consider claim 9, and as applied to claim 1 above, Billington et al. as modified by 
Konetski et al. clearly show and disclose, the thin client device according to claim 1 wherein, the thin 
client device is integrated with a television receiver (column 14 lines 8-12, lines 28-33). 

)) Consider claim 10, and as applied to claim 1 above, Billington et al. as modified by 
Konetski et al. clearly show and disclose, the thin client device according to claim 1 wherein, the thin 
client device is integrated with a compact disc (CD) player (column 2 lines 64-67, column3 lines 1-3, 
column 5 lines 21-32, column 7 lines 36-43, column 14 lines 28-33). 

k) Consider claims 11 and 19, Billington et al. clearly show and disclose, a method 
comprising: automatically detecting a memory device coupled to a data port of a thin client on a 
network (figure 1, column 2 lines 64-67, column 3 lines 1-3 column 8 lines 64-67, column 9 lines 1- 
20); automatically reading data stored on the memory device (figure 1, abstract, column 2 lines 64- 
67, column 3 lines 1-3 lines 18-23, column 5 lines 21-32, column 7 lines 66-67, column 8 lines 1-3, 
column 13 lines 25-29); and transferring the data read from the memory device to a server on the 
network through the data port and a network port coupled to the server and to archive the data in a 
hard disk drive of the server responsive to the automatically detecting the memory device through 
the data port (figure 1, abstract, column 1 lines 7-17 lines 39-58, column 2 lines 7-12, column 3 lines 
10-23, column 6 lines 53-62, column 7 lines 66-67 column 8 lines 1-3 lines 64-67, column 9 lines 1- 
20, column 13 lines 25-29). However, Billington et al. does not specifically disclose the thin client 
device is configured to archive the data in a hard disk drive of the server responsive to the 
automatically detecting the memory device through the data port. 

Konetski et al. show and disclose a system for using resources of a computer system in 
conjunction with a thin media client wherein the computer system may retrieve content based on a 
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signal generated by software either at the thin media client or the computer system (figure 1 , 
paragraph [0001], paragraph [0014]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Konetski et al. into the system of Billington et 
al. for the purpose of having the computer retrieve the content (paragraph [0014] lines 15-19) when 
a memory device is detected (column 2 lines 64-67, column 3 lines 1-3, column 8 lines 64-67, 
column 9 lines 1-4). 

1) Consider claims 12 and 20, and as applied to claims 11 and 19 above, Billington et al. as 
modified by Konetski et al. clearly show and disclose, the method of claims 11 and 19, further 
comprising: automatically transferring the data read from the memory device to the server through a 
global information network using the network port responsive to automatically detecting the 
memory device coupled to the data port (figure 1, abstract, column 1 lines 1-17 lines 39-58, column 
2 lines 7-12 lines 64-67, column 3 lines 1-3, lines 10-23, column 6 lines 53-62, column 7 lines 66-67 
column 8 lines 1-3 lines 64-67, column 9 lines 1-20, column 13 lines 25-29 lines 31-34). 

m) Consider claim 13 and 21, and as applied to claim 12 and 20 above, Billington et al. as 
modified by Konetski et al. clearly show and disclose, the method of claims 12 and 20 further 
comprising automatically initiating the transferring the data read from the memory device (Konetski 
et al.; paragraph [0001], [0014]) responsive to automatically detecting that the memory device 
(column 2 lines 64-67, column 3 lines 1-3, column 8 lines 64-67, column 9 lines 1-4) is coupled to 
the data port. 

n) Consider claims 14 and 22, and as applied to claims 11 and 19 above, Billington et al. 
as modified by Konetski et al. clearly show and disclose, the method of claims 1 1 and 19 further 
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comprising: requesting the processing of the data at the server (column 5 lines 51-67, column 6 lines 
1-2, column 13 lines 19-29 lines 57-60). 

o) Consider claims 15 and 23, and as applied to claims 11 and 19 above, Billington et al. 
as modified by Konetski et al. clearly show and disclose, the method of claims 11 and 19. However, 
Billington et al does not specifically disclose requesting the archiving of the data read from the 
memory device at a hard disk drive located in the server after transferring (column 2 lines 64-67 
column3 lines 1-3 lines 10-23). 

p) Consider claims 16 and 24, and as applied to claims 11 and 19 above, Billington et al. 
as modified by Konetski et al. clearly show and disclose, the method of claims 11 and 19 where 
transferring the data read from the memory device includes wireless transfer of the data read from 
the memory device to the server on the network (figure 1, column2 lines 64-67, column 3 lines 1-3 
lines 10-23, column 5 lines 51-67, column 6 lines 43-62, column 7 lines 59-65). 

q) Consider claims 17 and 25, and as applied to claims 11 and 19 above, Billington et al. 
as modified by Konetski et al. clearly show and disclose, the method of claims 11 and 19 further 
comprising: displaying the data read from the memory device as images on a display (inherently 
taught by Bilkngton et al. wherein data can be transferred between at least two devices a user 
interface (a monitor) and a memory device) (figure 11, abstract, column 2 lines 49-56 lines 64-67, 
column 3 lines 1-3, column 13 Hnes 19-29 lines 43-51); transferring the at least one image to the 
server responsive to at least one displayed image being selected (inherently taught by Billington et al. 
where data comprised of visual information can be transferred to and from storage, i.e. between a 
memory device and server by using a keyboard or mouse) (figure 11, column 2 lines 49-56 lines 64-67 
and column3 Hnes 1-3, column 13 lines 19-29 lines 43-51); and requesting the storing of the at least 
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one displayed image on the server after transferring (figure 1, column 1 lines 28-29, column 2 lines 
7-12 lines 49-56 lines 64-66, column 3 lines 18-23). 

r) Consider claims 18 and 26, and as applied to claims 17 and 25 above, Billington et al. 
as modified by Konetski et al. clearly show and disclose, the method of claims 17 and 25 further 
comprising: requesting the transfer of the at least one image from the server to the thin client after 
storing the at least one image on the server (Billington et al. teaches data comprising visual 
information, i.e. images, serves connected to thin clients via a network, and data transfers from 
storage) (figure 1, column 1 lines 28-29, column 2 lines 7-12 lines 49-56 lines 64-66, column 3 lines 
18-23). 

s) Consider claim 27, Billington et al. clearly show and disclose, a thin client comprising: 
means for configuring a network port to connect the thin client to a home network (figure 1, figure 
11, column 3 lines 54-63, column 6 lines 43-62, column 7 lines 66-67, column 8 lines 1-3, column 13 
lines 19-25 lines 43-51); means for detecting a memory device coupled to the thin client detecting a 
memory device couples to the thin client by a data port (figure 1, column 2 lines 64-67, column 3 
lines 1-3, column 8 lines 64-67, column 9 lines 1-20); and means for transferring data stored in the 
memory device coupled to the data port and to archive the data in a hard disk drive of the server to 
the home network via the network port responsive to automatically detecting the memory device 
coupled to the thin client (abstract, column 1 lines 1-17 lines 39-58, column 2 lines 64-67 column 3 
lines 1-3 lines 10-23, column 6 lines 53-62, column 7 lines 1-4 lines 66-67, column 8 lines 1-3, 
column 13 lines 25-29). However, Billington et al. does not specifically disclose transferring data 
stored in the memory device coupled to the data port and to archive the data in a hard disk drive of 
the server to the home network via the network port responsive to automatically detecting the 
memory device. 
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Konetski et al. show and disclose a system for using resources of a computer system in 
conjunction with a thin media client wherein the computer system may retrieve content based on a 
signal generated by software either at the thin media client or the computer system (figure 1, 
paragraph [0001], paragraph [0014]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Konetski et al. into the system of Billington et 
al. for the purpose of having die computer retrieve the content (paragraph [0014] lines 15-19) when 
a memory device is detected (column 2 lines 64-67, column 3 lines 1-3, column 8 lines 64-67, 
column 9 lines 1-4). 

t) Consider claim 28, and as applied to claim 27 above, Billington et al. as modified by 
Konetski et al. clearly show and disclose, the thin client of claim 27 comprising means for 
automatically transferring data from the data port to the server through a global information 
network (figure 1, abstract, column 1 lines 1-17 lines 39-58, column 2 lines 7-12, column 3 lines 10- 
23, column 6 lines 53-62, column 7 lines 66-67 column 8 lines 1-3 lines 64-67, column 9 lines 1-20, 
column 13 lines 25-29 lines 31-34). 

u) Consider claim 29, and as applied to claim 27 above, Billington et al. as modified by 
Konetski et al. clearly show and disclose, the thin client of claim 27 comprising: means for 
controlling the thin client coupled to the network port and the data port (figure 1 1 , column 3 lines 
54-63, column 13 lines 19-25 lines 43-51); means for receiving commands to control transfer of data 
from the data port to the home network (figure 11, column 3 lines 54-63, column 13 lines 19-25 
lines 43-51). 
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v) Consider claim 30, and as applied to claim 27 above, Billington et al. as modified by 
Konetski et al. clearly show and disclose, the thin client of claim 27 comprising means for processing 
the data av ailable at the data port (figure 1, column 3 lines 18-23, column 6 lines 43-49, column 13 
lines 25-29). 

w) Consider claim 31, and as applied to claim 27 above, Billington et al. as modified by 
Konetski et al. clearly show and disclose, the thin client of claim 27 where the thin client is 
integrated with a digital versatile disc (DVD) player (column 2 lines 64-67, column3 lines 1-3, 
column 5 lines 21-32, column 7 lines 36-43, column 14 lines 28-33). 

x) Consider claim 32, and as applied to claim 27 above, Billington et al. as modified by 
Konetski et al. clearly show and disclose, the thin client of claim 27 where the thin client is 
integrated with a television set-top box (inherendy taught by Billington et al. in a home environment 
with an entertainment center including a television could obviously include a set-top box)(column 14 
lines 8-12, lines 28-33). 

y) Consider claim 33, and as applied to claim 27 above, Billington et al. as modified by 
Konetski et al. clearly show and disclose, the thin client of claim 27 where the client is integrated 
with a television receiver (column 14 lines 8-12, lines 28-33). 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed 27MAY2008 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues "Billington does not disclose automatically transferring data 
responsive to automatically detecting the memory device. Billington also does not disclose 
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archiving the data from the memory device to a hard disk drive of the server responsive to 
automatically detecting the memory device." 

". . .Konetski discloses a computer system 100 that downloads digital media content from 
the Internet for eventual playing or display on the thin media clients 11,120, or 130. Konetski' s 
"signal generated by software at either the thin media client 110, 120, or 130 or computer system 
100," therefore, does not trigger the archiving of the data in the hard disk drive of the servers 
it must to disclose the claims." 

"Konetski, for its part, does not disclose that the thin media clients 110, 120, 130 transfer 
digital media content to the computer 100 at all, much less transfer digital media content through a 
global information network responsive to anlomalicalh delecting the memory device through the data I 'memory port 
as recited." 

The Examiner respectfully disagrees with Applicants arguments, billington et al. clearly 
discloses the use of servers with devices capable of archiving data, storing it, and transferring it from 
storage to include hard drives (column 1 lines 7-17 lines 39-58, column 2 lines 65-67, column 3 lines 
1-3 lines 10-17, column 6 lines 53-62) used both on a home network (column 1 lines 7-17) and a 
global network (i.e. the Internet) (column 13 lines 31-34). Furthermore, it is well known in the art 
data can be stored on a server and that in order for the data do be stored a hard disk would be 
required. It is also well known in the art (and indicated in Billington et al.) the data that can be 
transferred to and from storage over a local network, such as a home network, could also be 
expanded to transfer data over a large global network such as the Internet. While Billington et al. 
discloses the transfer of data to and from a server and associated storage devices, as has been 
previously established, Billington et al. does not specifically disclose that this transfer of data 
happens automatically upon detection of a memory device. 
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However, Konetski et al. on the other hand does. Konetski et al. not only discloses 
performing storage for thin media clients but also discloses the retrieval of data by the computer 
system in response to a signal generated by software at either a thin client of the computer system 
(i.e. automatic transfer of data) (paragraph [0014]). While Konetski et al. show the data being 
transferred from the computer system to the thin client device, Billington et al. clearly discloses the 
ability to perform data transfers in both directions (column 2 lines 65-66). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine prior 
art elements according to known methods to yield predictable results (MPEP 2141, Section III, 
Rationale A) i.e. the use of a software signal, such as that caused by the detection of a device, to 
trigger the transfer of data such as that taught by Konetski et al. with the system of transferring data 
to and from storage, such as an archive server, as taught by Billington et al. . 

Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the 
mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the 
THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on 
the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory 
period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

US 2003/0079077 Al 
US 2001/0037372 Al 
US 6,742,028 Bl 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to DANIEL MURRAY whose telephone number is 571-270-1773. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 0800-1700 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Tonia Dollinger can be reached on (571)-272-4170. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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